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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . This Office action is responsive to applicant's amendment filed December 5, 
2005. Claims 1-24 are pending. 

Terminal Disclaimer 

2. The terminal disclaimer filed on December 5, 2005 disclaiming the terminal 
portion of any patent granted on this application which would extend beyond the 
expiration date of U.S. Patent 6,738,526 has been reviewed and is accepted. The 
terminal disclaimer has been recorded. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments, see page 8 of amendment, filed December 5, 2005, with 
respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-24 under the judicially created doctrine of 
obviousness-type double patenting, and claims 23 and 24 under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has 
been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is 
made in view of newly cited prior art, as set forth below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
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only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 15 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent 6,417,861 (Deering et al.). 

Regarding claim 15, Deering et al. disclose a method of processing image data, 
comprising: sampling an image to generate a plurality of alpha values (multiple samples 
obtained for each pixel (column 13, lines 54-67; Figs. 5A and 5B), each sample 
consisting of an alpha value (Figs. 6 and 7: note Super-Sampled Sample Buffer 162)); 
and filtering the alpha values to generate multiple filtered alpha values per pixel 
(samples filtered by multiplying sample components (including alpha) with a filter value 
(column 16, lines 16-36); multiple samplings per pixel inherently results in multiple 
filtered alpha values per pixel). 

Claim 21 recites the method steps of claim 15, implemented by computer 
executable instructions carried by a computer program product comprising one or more 
computer readable media. Deering et al. disclose a computer system (Fig. 1 ) 
comprising a graphics system (Figs. 2 and 3) that implements the sampling and filtering 
steps mentioned above. Also provided is a system memory that communicates with the 
CPU of the computer system (column 8, lines 31-37), and thus is computer readable 
media enabling the graphics system within the computer system to perform the above- 
mentioned sampling and filtering steps. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 1-14 are allowed. 
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7. Claims 16-20 and 22-24 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

8. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: No prior art has been found to disclose or suggest filtering a set of alpha values 
to generate a set of filtered pixel sub-component alpha values including at least one 
filtered alpha value for each pixel sub-component used to represent one or more glyphs, 
as recited in base claims 1 , 7 and 1 1 ; or storing filtered alpha values in a glyph cache as 
part of a character glyph, in combination with sampling and filtering steps of base claim 
15, as recited in dependent claims 16 and 22; or wherein the filtering of base claim 15 
produces red, green and blue filtered pixel sub-component alpha values for each alpha 
value used to represent the image, as recited in dependent claim 19; or generating each 
filtered alpha value, from multiple alpha values generated by the sampling of base claim 
15, one filtered alpha value being generated for each sub-component of a pixel, as 
recited in dependent claim 20. 

Conclusion 

9. In view of new grounds for rejection not necessitated by amendment, this Office 
action is non-final. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas D. Lee whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7436. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7:30-5:00, alternate 
Fridays off. 



Application/Control Number: 10/763,098 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 2624 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on (571 ) 272-7437. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
Technology Division 2625 
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